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Volunteer Thank You Event

To celebrate all your hard work, SpeakOut is

hosting a celebratory event at Bean Cycle

Roasters on Friday, May 3.

 

Details

 - 5-6pm: catered food & drinks 

 - 6-7pm: public reading from Spring journal

(shown in this Facebook image)

 

Again, the first hour will celebrate all our

volunteers' hard work, and the second hour

will be reading from the new journal.
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SPEAKOUT! JOURNAL 
SPRING 2019

That's right, folks. The Spring 2019

journal is (almost) here. Proof copies

are being printed as we speak, and

writers will have one last chance to

review their work before final

publication.

 

Public copies will be available by

the end of May. Exciting!
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT:
VANITY

Introduction by intern Derra Larson
One of our most prolific writers at LCJ women's workshop

is Vanity. Vanity has an amazing creativity and fluidity

with words. Often times her work expresses personal and

societal truths that need to be heard. In the book, A Tree

Grows in Brooklyn, the protagonist’s teacher tries to

discourage the budding writer of telling a story of truth.

The teacher says that no one wants to hear of the realities

of life, that these social issues should remain unsaid. 

 

Vanity leaves nothing unsaid. She knows that those

stories need to be told. Neither a voice nor the truth

should be silenced. Vanity expresses her authentic voice

many times through rap or spoken word. One of her

poems, P.O.W.E.R., sums up the way Vanity values and

uses words as an expression of her true self, Her poems

demand to be heard. She hides nothing and hides behind

nothing. Words are her power.
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT:
VANITY

P.O.W.E.R.
Sometimes the smallest voices speak the loudest words

And the smallest people move the biggest herds

So really listen while I speak these words

Didn't know how powerful my voice was til I was silenced

Sometimes quiet is violent

But power is silent

Didn't know I didn't have to be loud to be heard

When I really didn't have to say a word

You may find it absurd

But quiet is the worst

It's the difference between not knowing and wondering

Don't know about you but not knowing worries me!

Yea Ima asshole no need to curtsy me                    
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WRITER SPOTLIGHT:
VANITY

P.O.W.E.R.
Shout out to moms for birthing me

I was stuck in gangland for what the power was worth 

         to me

I struggled to find my worth you see

I could've just stuck to the code and moved silently

Alone

I mean privately

Where can't nobody take my voice from me

And if I wanted you to know you would've heard from me

Now I'm my own woman and power is me                         
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ANNE FRANK

WORDS OF INSPIRATION

“I can shake off everything
as I write; my sorrows

disappear, my courage
is reborn.”
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A CONVERSATION WITH CAITLYN IMFELD

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW

Who are you and where are you from?

My name is Caitlyn and I am a Colorado native who grew up in the beautiful

town of Golden.

 

What are you studying, and what do you hope to do with degree?

I am currently studying Ecosystem Science & Sustainability and Spanish. With

my environmental science background I aim to work in the renewable energy

industry, ideally in a foreign country. Additionally, I hope to use my Spanish

education as a basis to better communicate with more people.

 

How did you hear about SpeakOut?

I heard about SpeakOut from the Assistant Director of the University Honors

Program at CSU, which I am a part of. An email was forwarded on from a

student working in the Community Literacy Center, recruiting other CSU

students to volunteer with SpeakOut.
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A CONVERSATION WITH CAITLYN IMFELD

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW

Which group do you work with, and why did you pick it?

 

I work with the Remington group. Initially I had little preference as to which

group I worked with, so I was assigned to Remington. However, the more I

thought about the different groups, the more I hoped to be assigned to one of

the youth writing groups. I felt that I may be better able to relate to and

generally work with writers closer to my own age. 

 

What is your favorite part of SpeakOut?

It is difficult to choose just one aspect of SpeakOut that is my favorite.

However, I must say that the opportunity to listen to the stories and

experiences of others certainly tops the list. When I sit in that room and listen

to a fellow writer reading their work, I am reminded of all the things that

make people unique and am able to better understand the circumstances

that have made them into who they are.
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A CONVERSATION WITH CAITLYN IMFELD

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW

What expectations did you have going into this? How has the reality of the

experience compared with those expectations?

 

Going into this, I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. Somewhere in my mind, I

think I pictured scary rooms, unfriendly faces, and timid writers. The reality of

my experience is in a completely different realm from these expectations. My

group meets in a CSU classroom (maybe a little scary to some, but far less

foreboding than I imagined), I am greeted by at least one smiling face every

single week (and none are downright unfriendly), and the writers are anything

but timid (sure they may not always share their writing, but when they do,

they do so boldly). My experience with SpeakOut has put my expectations to

shame and makes me eager for each new week of writing.
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A CONVERSATION WITH CAITLYN IMFELD

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW

What has been difficult?

 

One of my favorite parts of SpeakOut is also one of the most difficult. Listening

to the experiences of others, the challenges they have overcome, can be very

difficult. Sometimes the writing in our group gets heavy, and the best response

to sharing of this 

kind is not always immediately clear.

 

What are your thoughts on community literacy for at-risk youth?

 

I think that community literacy for at-risk youth is a very important issue, and

participating in SpeakOut has given me even more reason to believe that.

Workshops like those offered through SpeakOut give at-risk youth a creative

outlet through which to express themselves. It also teaches these youth that

their stories deserve to be heard, just as much as anyone else’s. Finally it

allows stories to be shared, showing the youth and other writers that there are

other people with similar experiences, essentially forming a kind of

community.
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A CONVERSATION WITH CAITLYN IMFELD

VOLUNTEER INTERVIEW

Any self-care tips for future volunteers?

 

Communicate with your fellow volunteers. If you had a particularly difficult

workshop, talk about it. Ponder how you might shed positive light on a

traditionally negative issue. Discuss the things that were especially difficult for

you and ask other volunteers if they have tips for moving past those things.

You and your fellow volunteers must work together as a team for the

workshops to function properly, and communication is vital in this. Above all, it

ensures that everyone is taken care of mentally and emotionally, and that you

can better work with the writers.
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CLC IN WYOMING

CLC interns Shelby Tuthill, Haven Enterman, and
Manton Chambers, and Tobi Jacobi presented a panel
titled "Making Words Work: A Jail Writing Program as
Transformative Action" at the University of Wyoming
Symposium on Transformative Education in Prison and
Beyond on March 30.
 
The English Department sponsored participation for
students in Tobi Jacobi's E633: Prison Writing seminar
to attend the University of Wyoming Symposium on
Transformative Education in Prison and Beyond on
March 29/30. This great opportunity led to deepened
engagement with class content and increased dialogue.
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